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From the Principal...

Attendance
There is a very close link between attendance and achievement.  Ten days absence a year is said to put a student at risk of 
underachievement. It is important for students to attend every lesson.  Parents have a very active role to play in supporting 
student achievement. The first step is to support their child to get to school every day – organised and on time.

One attendance issue that has emerged recently is an increase in parents requesting exemptions for their children to go on 
family holidays during term time.  There is enormous benefit to be gained from such family holidays, but it does put extra 
pressure on young people to meet work requirements.  I ask people to carefully consider this option, particularly when faced 
with the inflexibility of SACE requirements. 

Farewell to our Year 12 students.
In this edition of the Newsletter we farewell our Year 12 students who will shortly be finishing their exams. On Friday 24 October 
2014, we held our Year 12 Graduation Ceremony to celebrate their achievements over the last five years. As it is every year, this 
amazing event was full of emotions; happiness that our students have finally reached their goal of completing their High School 
education and sadness that after five years we were saying goodbye. Many parents commented on how impressed they were 
with the organisation of the event but mostly they commented on the number of students who excelled in their studies, the 
excellent entertainment and the outstanding speeches made by our Year 12 students.

Thanks must go to Mr Richard Whaites, Assistant Principal and Ms Sonya Parkin, SSO, for leading the Graduation Committee in 
the organisation of the event. 

To our Year 12 students I extend my best wishes for the future and a happy and prosperous life.

Student Celebration Assembly
On Monday 3 November 2014, we held a special Assembly to celebrate the achievements of those students who had won Prizes 
and Awards while participating in extra Curricular activities during Term 2 and 3. They ranged from Competitions and Forums 
to Workshops. The Assembly was a great success with over 100 students being acknowledged for their individual and team 
achievements.

Senator Penny Wright attended the Assembly as a special guest to present Hannah Crockett-Naini with her Certificate and Prize 
for winning the Senior Art category of the Australian Greens Makepeace Prize for 2014. The Senator spoke to the students about 
the role of peace keeping forces in countries which are in conflict. You will find a picture of Hannah’s beautiful art work in this 
Newsletter.

Both the Graduation Ceremony and the Celebration Assembly are examples of the outstanding work by our students and the 
excellent guidance of our teachers in supporting them to achieve to their very best potential. It also reinforces our school Motto, 
‘The Utmost for the Highest’

Joanne Costa, Principal



  

Year 12 Graduation Ceremony
Good morning everyone and a warm welcome to special guests, parents and 
particularly our graduating students of 2014.

Year 12s, when I thought about what I would say to you today, I had to put myself in 
your place. It wasn't too long ago when I myself sat in a hall, not too different from 
this one, when I heard these words from our Principal "Turn and look at the person 
beside you - you will be competing against them." 

I was slightly alarmed by this statement, but it really got me thinking. Life and 
everything else that goes along with it really does begin now! 

When it came to figuring out what I wanted, I knew I'd probably have to take some 
risks. I had to move away from family, meet all these new people at University and 
live in a share house! And I have to say, I have had some of the best years so far but 
what about the rest of it? Responsibility, turning up to lectures on time, paying bills, 
not having Mum’s home cooking and what do you mean I have to put petrol in the 
car? The never ending use of the parent’s car was well and truly over. However, some 
of my best decisions came out of this uncertain time.

I've had three years to think about what I could say to the graduating students today. 
Overall the one word that stands out is Pride. I am proud of what you have done to be 
here today, graduating from Unley High School. 

I'm so pleased that I have had the oportunity to get to know every single one of you. 
Planning all manner of events from the Semi-formal, to the Formal, working with the 
committees, working and planning with the Year 12 DVD, the Student Voice Council 
and all the seminars we've done over the last three years and even all the detentions 
I've given. Year 12s, it really has brought us closer together!

On trying to establish my inspirational speech I turned to the likes of JK Rowling and 
the late Steve Jobs who were guest valedictory speakers at their respective high 
schools. In trawling through for some motivating words I came up with this little 
gem. “Like the life you carve out for yourself, even when you think I'm not 100% sure 
about what I’m doing or what I'm doing it for, have the courage to go into unexplored 
territory. To know that you're not perfect, nothing is and no one is and that's ok!” 

I would like to personally thank all the staff at Unley High School who have assisted in 
the growth of these students’ minds and hearts. I would like to thank Richard Whaites 
who has been with me the whole way. We have both enjoyed working with the 
students and creating strong relationships.

Year 12s - congratulations from the bottom of my heart. You have been a wonderful 
group to look after and I will always treasure that. Best of luck with your exams and 
results. Don't forget us and keep in touch! Thank you.

Rheanna Dougherty, Year 12 Manager



  

Uniform Committee News
The Unley School Uniform Policy focuses on providing clear guidelines about the types of clothing that students can wear 
to school. This policy is designed to reflect health, safety and decency standards valued by the broader community and the 
workplace. Wearing of school uniform contributes to student safety and a sense of identity within our school community. It is 
pleasing to note that overall, most students wear the Unley High School uniform with pride, ensuring they present themselves 
in a manner that reflects well on both themselves and the school.

Throughout 2014, the Uniform Committee (consisting of students, parents and teachers) has considered the Unley High School 
uniform. Members of the Committee were asked to consider three questions: 

 What is good about our current uniform?  
 What is bad about our current uniform?  
 How might we improve our current uniform? 

The responses to these questions were collated and discussed at length. It was agreed that, whilst there were a number 
of concerns raised such as lengths of skirts/dresses, shoes, rolling of sleeves, too many options, incorrect socks/tights, 
inappropriate tops under shirts, hoodies being worn under jumpers, uniform outdated, etc, the majority of members felt that 
the length of the garments worn by our female students and the shoes being worn by students were the two most common 
issues mentioned. Members developed a proposal which was presented to the Unley High School Council where it was 
discussed and amended in accordance with their requests. The final proposal was then taken to staff as they all have a role in 
implementing the proposal.

Staff at the Uniform Shop created posters, displaying appropriate skirt/dress/shorts length for females, and appropriate shoes 
for all students. We thank them for their support at such short notice. These posters are on display in all Home Group rooms 
and in major public areas across the school. They were also included with a letter to all families explaining the proposal and 
how the school will address the concerns identified. The posters will also be included in the Information Packs that will be 
distributed to incoming 2015 families so that they have a clear understanding of the school’s expectations. 

Uniform checks are being conducted at different times each week during Term 4 2014, to provide us with a clear indication 
of the number of students currently not wearing their uniform in an appropriate manner (length of skirts/dresses and 
inappropriate shoes) and the identity of these students. This data will provide valuable background information that we may 
use if particular students choose not to comply with the required length of skirts/dresses and shorts, or wear inappropriate 
shoes, in 2015.

We thank our school community for their overall positive response to this initiative. A full review of the school uniform will 
occur during 2015 which will involve all members of the school community, students, parents and teachers.

Cherie Pickering, Convenor Uniform Committee

Leather Lace-Up

T-Bar 

Appropriate School Uniform Shoes
Leather Lace-Up, Leather T-Bar, closed toe shoes for occupational health and safety.

UNLEY HIGH SCHOOL

Gi
rls

 S
um

m
er

 D
re

ss

Gi
rls

 W
in

te
r S

kir
t

Gi
rls

 S
um

m
er

 D
re

ss

Gi
rls

 W
in

te
r S

kir
t

Gi
rls

 S
ho

rt

ACCEPTABLE

NOT ACCEPTABLE

Acceptable Length for Girls Dress, Shorts and Skirt
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Canteen Thank you’s 

Cheers Helen, Elaine and Liz 

Hi everyone, 

Hope you all had a wonderful break and enjoyed the holidays. 
Thanks for your time helping us in the canteen over the past 
weeks, 15 September 2014 to 24th October 2014. 

 Anna Chin  Jan Hardwick  
 Katherine Ganley  Liz Key  
 Trudie Cain  Jenny Boyce 
 Leonie Rowe  Deanne Parker

Also to Carla Davison and family on their new addition 
‘Thomas’, congratulations from all of us in the canteen.

As you prepare to celebrate the joy of Christmas this year, 
we ask that you spare a thought for the people experiencing 
disadvantage within our community. 

As part of the Year 9 Community Care Project, Home Group 
9.714 is participating in the Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
Christmas Appeal, collecting donations to create food hampers 
for those in need. 

Collection boxes will be placed in each Home Group. If you are 
able, any donations of non-perishable items or toiletries would 
be much appreciated.                   

Amelia Simmons and John Sellar, Home Group Teachers

Year 9 Community Care Project

sessions
During the RYDA Program, students take 
part in six interactive sessions.

•	 Stopping	Distances Demonstrates 
the distance it takes to stop a vehicle 
travelling at different speeds, highlighting 
the huge impact an extra 10km/h can 
have. Students have the opportunity to 
participate, as passengers, in a vehicle 
driven by a licensed driving instructor.   

•	 HazardS,	Distractions	&	Risks 
A high energy session familiarising 
students with common crash types and 
how to avoid or minimise their impact.  

•	 Plan	B:	Alcohol,	Drugs	and	Fatigue	  
An interactive workshop focusing on the 
impact that alcohol, drugs and fatigue 
have on driving ability.  

•	 Road	Choices		A discussion, routinely 
led by a Police Officer on consequences 
of poor choices on the road, from the 
tragic human toll to financial and legal 
ramifications.

•	 Crash	Survivor		A powerful 
presentation by a person who has a brain 
or spinal injury as a result of a vehicle 
crash.  

•	 My	Wheels		Students learn about 
vehicle safety, covering such topics 
as ABS brakes, car maintenance and 
insurance.

   The RYDA Program is supported through a comprehensive website, 
   loaded with resources for teachers, students and parents (rse.org.au/ryda) 
as well as our growing Facebook community (facebook.com/roadchoices).  
Sign up to Facebook and become part of the conversation. 

Young	people	aged 17-25 represent

15% of	the	population

around	a quarter of

deaths					injuries
roads

but	count	for

and

on	our

Road Safety Education Limited is the preeminent 
provider of road safety education for youth in 
Australasia.  The flagship RYDA Program is delivered 
to approximately 50,000 17-18 year old high school 
students, at 80 venues across Australia and New 
Zealand, every year.

Getting behind the wheel of a car as a young driver is 
said to be the most dangerous thing that a person will 
do in their entire life.

By participating in RYDA your school has furthered their 
committment to educating the ‘whole student’, providing 
an opportunity to learn essential life skills.  Students are 
encouraged to take greater responsibility for themselves 
and their friends before they face the challenges of 
driving solo or as passenger of a new driver.

RYDA is a one day Program, conducted at an out 
of school venue, chosen to highlight the road safety 
messages. 

Now is the time to equip young people with the tools 
and knowledge they need to stay safe on the road.  

RYDA’s learning is for life!

For further information, 
contact 1300 127 642,
visit our website or contact 
your school coordinator

#1 in road safety education
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Year 10 Driver Awareness Course 

Are you aware that there were 97 deaths and 790 serious injuries on South 
Australian roads last year? Of those 97 deaths, 15 were in the 16-24 age group. 
Unley High School has made a commitment to address this for our young people. 
As part of the Year 10 Pastoral Care Program each year, all students undertake 
a full day Youth Driver Awareness Program. The goal of the course providers is 
to equip 16-17 year olds with the knowledge they need to stay safe on Australian 
roads. 

This year, the event was held in Week 10 of Term 3. It is facilitated each year 
by Rob Handley and volunteers from local Rotary branches (Brown Hill Creek, 
Mitcham and Hyde Park) with the support of the students’ Home Group Teachers.
The course covered:  

 • Stopping Distances: Demonstrates the distance it takes to stop  
  a vehicle travelling at different speeds, highlighting the huge impact an extra 10km/h can have. Students   
  have the opportunity to participate, as passengers, in a vehicle driven by a licensed driving instructor. 

 • Hazards, Distractions & Risks: A high energy session familiarising students with common crash types and   
  how to avoid or minimise their impact. 

 • Plan B - Alcohol, Drugs and Fatigue: An interactive workshop focusing on the impact that alcohol, drugs and  
  fatigue have on driving ability. 

 • Road Choices: A discussion, routinely led by a Police Officer on the consequences of poor choices on the   
  road, from the tragic human toll to financial and legal ramifications. 

 • Crash Survivor: A powerful presentation by a person who has a brain or spinal injury as a result of a vehicle  
  crash. 

 • My Wheels: Students learn about vehicle safety, covering such topics as ABS brakes, insurance and car   
  maintenance. 

The students reported that it was one of the most useful and engaging extracurricular activities they have participated in this 
year, making them much more aware of all aspects necessary for consideration when becoming a road user. UHS staff were 
proud to report that our students participated in a productive and respectful manner, comments that were mirrored by the 
event organisers.

Thanks to all who were involved, in particular the Rotary volunteers and sponsors, SAPOL, RAA, Graham Cornes Toyota, (who 
provided a car), Flinders University (who allow us to use their facitlites) and Rotary .

Melanie Marsden, Year 10 Manager
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Year 12 Child Studies News
Year 12 Child Studies visit a Year 2 class at Mitcham Junior Primary School
On Wednesday 15 October 2014, the Year 12 Child Studies Class walked to Mitcham Junior Primary School to conduct learning 
activities with a small group of students within a Year 2 class. A Group task was planned prior to the visit where students 
organised a range of activities appropriate to the learning needs of young children and inclusive of gender and culture.

The activities needed to include an area of development such as physical, social, environmental/science, or cognitive and 
the students had to run their lesson with the young students for 45 minutes. Year 12 students prepared a range of activities 
including reading the story book which they had made during the year, Science experiments, Art creations in making masks, 
puppets, as well as various games and puzzles involving matching cards with Mathematical concepts. Several groups used craft 
activities to demonstrate the learning that took place.
Warm conversations were heard between the young students and the Child Studies students, suggesting that all had thoroughly 
enjoyed the activity. The time passed quickly, and the lesson was over just as everyone was fully interacting. The classroom 
teacher thanked the Year 12 students for creating such interesting ways of engaging the Year 2 students. 
Daphne White, Year 12 Child Studies Teacher

Science News 
SASTA Oliphant Science Awards 2014
The annual South Australian Science Teachers Association (SASTA) presentation night was held at the Norwood Concert Hall 
on Friday 19 September 2014. These awards have a special connection to Unley High School as the Patron of these awards, 
Sir Mark Oliphant, was a past scholar and like many recipients of these awards, received his secondary education in a State 
school. Students from Unley High School once again were successful in a range of categories this year. First place in the Year 
9-10 Photographic section went to Denil Kollakombil from Year 9 for his photographs on “Flame Colours”. We thank Denil for 
donating his project to the Science Learning Area to be used as a teaching aid for Year 9 Science and Flame Testing.
James Swift came 3rd in the Year 9-10 Computer Programming & Robotics Category. This is the third time in a row that James 
has won a prize in this category having previously won in 2012 and 2013. James obviously has a liking and talent for Computer 
Programming.
In the Year 8 Photographic Category, Jakeya Ahmed was awarded 2nd Prize for her photos on “Drought Smart Plants” and 
Damon Evans was awarded 3rd Prize for his photos on the “Architecture of Adelaide”.  
Congratulations go to all those who submitted entries again this year and thank you to the students and parents for supporting 
the Awards.                                                                                                         Mick Newman, Oliphant Science Awards Coordinator 



  

Arts News

2014 “Phoenix” Exhibition
We are very proud to announce our annual ‘Phoenix’ Exhibition at Gallery One, Mitcham Cultural Village.  Since its inception 
three years ago after a fire destroyed one of our beloved Art spaces, Robert Zunic, Art Teacher, has been the running force 
behind our now traditional, popular and well attended ‘Phoenix’ Exhibition. 
The Exhibition Opening will take place on Friday 28 November 2014 at 7:00pm. “Phoenix” will be opened by our Principal, 
Joanne Costa and we look forward to the patronage of the Mayor of Mitcham, Michael Picton.
Works will include, two Dimensional and three Dimensional pieces, including Drawings, Paintings, Sculptures, Architectural 
pieces, Graphic Design Posters and hand built Guitars. In addition to these creative works of our Year 11 Visual Art and Design 
students, the work by Year 11 Technology Design classes will also be on display. Again, the vocal talents of our Music students 
will also be showcased.
We hope as you meander through the works on display, you too will see how talented and skilled these young people are and 
recognise their potential to flourish into stronger, more creative and independent learners as Year 12 Art students in 2015. 
We are thrilled to be reminded of the wonderful cohort of Year 11’s that attend Unley High School and feel it is important and 
valuable to engage and connect with the wider community.
We invite you to pick up a catalogue which will guide you through the exhibition in this wonderfully bright space. Enjoy chatting 
with like-minded people, mingling with others, meeting our teachers and taking some photos for your important memories. All 
while enjoying a musical feast by the Senior Vocal Ensemble and enjoying an array of mouth-watering nibbles and drinks.
Sarah Boni, Art and Design teacher

Year 12 Art and Design Exhibition for 2014
You are warmly invited to the Year 12 Art and Design Exhibition for 2014 where students from the Year 12 Art and Design 
classes will showcase their year’s work. Guest speaker Ingrid Kellerman from the Central School of Art will be speaking to 
students and guests and the Unley High School Music Ensemble will also perform on the evening. 
Much time and effort has been put into the work. Pieces include brand identity, three dimensional architectural models, 
stationary design and art works ranging from detailed portraiture work to large scale canvases. Each piece tells its own story!
We look forward to seeing you there!                                                                               Rheanna Dougherty, Arts Coordinator



Art News continued
Our Year 12 Music students gave their final performance of the year on Friday 17 October 2014 in the Performing Arts Centre.  The 
Senior Vocal Ensemble and Concert Band both performed along with soloists.  Congratulations to our Year 12 students who have 
worked hard on their performances throughout the year and presented themselves very well on the day.  The Year 12 Graduation 
Ceremony on Friday 24 October 2014 was also an excellent opportunity to showcase the talents of the Year 12 Music students. 
The highlight for the audience was surely the medley ‘5 years’ including a hit song from each of the past five years.

Save the Children Foundation 
The Year 11 Music class performed on 
Monday 27 October 2014 at Highgate 
Primary school as part of a concert for 
the Save The Children Foundation, along 
with students from Urrbrae High School, 
Kensington Special School and the Highgate 
Concert band and choirs.  They presented 
a varied program including songs from 
Rihanna, Cage the Elephant and an original 
song. They were very well received by the 
hundreds of students in attendance.  It 
was a great honour to be a part of this 
concert promoting the wellbeing of children 
throughout the world and to perform for 
such a terrific audience.

Where The Wild Things Are 
Year 11 rock band Where the Wild Things also has exciting news. On 26 October 2014 they entered the Mitcham Youth Fest Battle 
of the Bands and won 2nd Prize, which included a performance as part of SCoRCHeR FeST Adelaide at The Light Hotel on the 29 
November 2014.  Tickets are available from the band members, Josh Batic, Patrick MacDonald, Yani Shafeeg, and Jake White  
(Year 10). We warmly encourage you to go along and support them.

Mitcham Village Kindergarten Art Exhibition 
On Wednesday 5 November 2014 the Senior Vocal Ensemble performed at Mitcham Village Kindergarten for the opening of their 
Art Exhibition. 

Middle School Twilight Concert 
Our annual Middle School Twilight Concert was held on Tuesday 4 November 2014 in the Rose Garden at Unley High School.  All 
current Year 8 and 9 Music students performed along with school ensembles and soloists. It was a wonderful evening of musical 
entertainment enjoyed by all those who attended.

Chris Martin, Music Teacher

Congratulations to Hannah Crockett-Naini, 
Attendance
“Senator Wright loved your entry – it must have 
taken a great deal of time and patience; the detail 
in the piece is simply stunning.

Once again, congratulations, and thank you for 
playing a role in recognising the important role of 
peacekeepers in our world.

Sharon Reid, Adviser for Senator Penny Wright”

Makepeace Prize for 2014



 

Unley High School entered both Year 8 and 10 students.  
They acheived some wonderful results:
YEAR 8 
High Distinction: Jiyong Bae, Johnathan Chieng, Liam Jenkins,  
  Jordan Lai and Tom Oates.  
Distinction: Harriet Briggs, Max Haby, Laura Portmann.

Credits:  Shaun Bottrill, Shannon Cain, Xenia Dafnerou 
  and Kiri Kalaburnis. 
Merits:  Jakeya Ahmed, Boris Chan, Magdalene Dimas,  
  Boston Holland, Evangeline Koukoulas, 
  Ella Neumann and Joshua Pullman.

YEAR 10 
Distinction: Kaylee Fietz, Harry Gent, Laura Jamieson, 
  and Emily Ryan Cooper

Credit:  Isabella Di Febo, Stephen Dittmar,  
  Michael Jones and Natalie Wehrs.

Merit:  Chloe Gabbert, Jasmine Graeber, Eddy Holmes 
  and Ioseph Phillips.

HASS News

“The Australian History Competition is prepared by the 
History Teachers’ Association of Australia and run in 
conjunction with The Giant Classroom. While a primary 
goal has been to provide an interesting and challenging 
competition for students, we also see this as an opportunity 
to support teachers in the implementation of the new 
Australian Curriculum: History. It is an opportunity to provide 
a quality resource that demonstrates approaches to the 
assessment of knowledge, skills and understandings and 
promotes a broad view of history.”

Bruce Stopp, Coordinator HASS

Congratulations to these students and all those who entered 
the Competition, well done!

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to be non-
verbal, to not have the ability to speak, unable to make simple 
phone calls or chat with a friend? 

One of the Unley Link Students, Alice Waterman, who is 
non-verbal, has spent this year exploring communication and 
technology through her SACE Stage 2 Community Study with 
amazing results.

At the commencement of 2014 Alice’s main sources of 
communication were vocal sounds and a printed card on 
her wheelchair tray, with the alphabet, numbers 1 to 10 and 
frequently used words which she pointed to using a small 

LINK News

During this year Alice has not only revamped the printed 
communication card on her wheelchair tray, but also created 
a template for it so she can change it to suit her needs. More 
importantly she has discovered emerging technologies which 
have finally given her a voice.  Alice is now able to access an 
iPad mini with a stylus to use an app called Proloquo4Text 
for voice output.  This app allows Alice quick access to words, 
sentences and phrases so she can communicate like everyone 
else, plus she is able to customise the app to suit her personal 
communication needs.  Mastering the iPad and this app has 

stick.   For a young woman 
leaving school and hoping 
to study at TAFE and work 
part-time, this limited 
communication just did 
not reflect her intellectual 
capacity or meet her desire 
to socialise.

taken her to a whole new 
world with the release of the 
new iPhone 6+.  The iPhone 
can also run Proloquo4text 
and using this Alice can now 
make phone calls, send text 
messages and easily access 
Facebook and Twitter like 
everyone else.

because I look like 
everyone else using an 
iPhone to talk to their 
friends. 

My communication devices 
are up to date and they 
have everything that I 
need to communicate.  

People now understand 
what I am saying to them 
so it will be easier to study 
and work once I leave 
school.”

Lynn Roberts, Link Teacher

To quote Alice:“I like all of my new communication devices 

The dust has barely settled on the Year 12 Graduation 
Ceremony and planning is underway for the Year 8-11 Award 
Ceremony.

Friday 21 November 2014

George Cresswell Hall

9:00am to approximately 10:45am

Everyone is welcome to attend this important occasion 
and prize winners and their families will receive personal 
invitations closer to the event.  
This is a morning where students are acknowledged for 

Academic Excellence 
Academic Achievement 

Outstanding Commitment to Achieve 
Sport 

School Service
Each year there are a series of special awards presented 
to students who have excelled in the area of leadership in 
various areas within the school and the local community.
Richard Whaites, Assistant Principal 

Year 8 - 11 Award Ceremony



 

Rowing News 
Boat Naming Ceremony The Julia Gillard
On Friday 3 October 2014 the Unley High 
School Rowing Club in conjunction with the 
wider school community, welcomed Ms Julia 
Gillard to the school to officially christen a 
boat named in her honor. Traditionally boats 
purchased by the Rowing Club bare the name 
of instrumental individuals and families from 
within the Rowing Club. The only previous 
exception to this was Sir Mark Oliphant who 
attended Unley High School between 1914 
and 1917. The Mark Oliphant was christened 
in 1985 in recognition of his achievements and 
contributions to society, and how positively 
this reflected on his involvement with Unley 
High School.

Head of the Port
On Saturday 18 October 2014 Unley High School Rowing 
Club Senior Girls and Boys attended the Head of the Port 
Regatta. This Regatta represents the first competitive hit out 
of the 2014/15 season and was a very successful one for the 
Rowing Club. The Senior Girls rowing in the newly christened 
Julia Gillard took out the Schoolgirl 1st Four event over the 
four kilometer distance while the Schoolboy 1st Eight won 
the trophy for the fastest Eight (8+) on the day.

Fundraising and Maintenance
Both the Fundraising and Maintenance Committees have been active in recent months. Both are essential components of the 
Rowing Club and without their support the Rowing Club and its rowers would be severely limited in their ability to train and 
compete. On Saturday the 25 October 2014, the Fundraising Committee held a Bunnings BBQ and I am very thankful to everyone 
involved. Particular thanks must go to the Rowe and Bowering Families for the efforts in coordinating the day.

The Boat Maintenance team, led by Mark Size has begun the refurbishment of the Dankbarr and the Anderson, both work horses 
of the Rowing Club. Repairs to the Schoolboy 2nd 8+ oars have also started in earnest and should be back in service in the 
coming week.

Ekiden Relay
On Friday 15 October 2014, a group of Unley High School Rowers 
accompanied by a select group of athletic students, attended the 
Ekiden Relay in Bonython Park. 

This traditional Japanease running event sees athletes compete 
in teams of eight over a variety of distances that range between 
1km and 5.2km. Special mention must go to Lachlan Hall, Dylan 
Tuffin and Tom Hensel who all completed their respective race 
distances in their best times. 

Similarly, the Unley High School Rowing Club has chosen to recognise Ms Gillard’s contribution to Australian society through her 
significant political involvement that includes but is not limited to her becoming Australia’s first female Prime Minister.

Joshua Whitwell, Rowing Manager



 

Sport News 
Sport for the final term for the year has had a very busy start. In addition to our mid-week 
teams whose seasons started in Term 3, we now have our Saturday morning summer teams 
back in action, picking up where they left off at the end of Term 1. We have three boys 
Cricket teams, a mixed Badminton team and two girls Touch teams.  We’re looking forward 
to some enjoyable seasons to finish off the year. 
We are also back into our Knockout sports. The Year 8 and 9 boys’ and girls’ Volleyball teams 
played their minor group rounds in Week 1. Our boys did really well to come second and the 
girls finished around middle of the pack. Unfortunately, only one team advances through 
to the final so our boys just missed out. Our Basketball girls have also played their minor 
rounds. Our Year 10 girls’ team had a very convincing round one game win. They played their 
next game brilliantly but, with a couple of our strong girls missing, ended up being beaten 
by 7 points in the final quarter. They should be very proud of how they played though, as 
the opposition, St Aloysius, were a very strong team and our girls really had them worried 
for most of the game. The Year 8-9 girls’ team have also played fantastic minor round games 
and have successfully made it through to the finals later in the term. We’re feeling optimistic 
about these finals so hopefully the girls will come home with a good result. We still have 
some Softball and Super 8’s Cricket to come in the Knockout competitions.
This term also provides opportunities for some Carnivals. We had three teams, two boys and 
one girls, entered into the Ekiden Relay early in the term. This is a relay run by eight people 
who all run varying distances between 1km and 5.4km. Our teams did really well, particularly 
our senior boys team who came 4th overall.  We also had some boys who competed in the 
Secondary School Sports Mountain Bike Challenge. Louis Stevens and Connor Ward both did 
well in the individual competition coming in around the middle of the pack. Our under 19 
boys’ team, EeGene Goh, Lachlan Rowe and Jordarn Karpowicz came second overall which 
was a great effort.
We had a team of Year 9 boys and also a team of Year 9 girls participating in a Handball 
Carnival earlier in the week. Both teams played really well, particularly the girls who made 
the Grand Final and only lost by one goal in overtime.  We have an Unley High School internal 
mixed Netball Carnival, an interschool Beach Volleyball Carnival and a mixed Beach Sports 
Day still to come. All of these Carnivals are great fun ways to finish off the year.
Congratulations to three Year 9 girls who have just returned from interstate after 
representing South Australia in the under 15 State Touch Tournament, Bec O’Hara, Amy 
Brooks-Birve and Sophie Dawe. Also, congratulations to Hayley Bonython who has been 
selected for the under 15 South Australian State Softball team. Well done to all of these girls.
Our Year 12 students have now graduated so I would like to thank all those who participated 
in sport during their time here at Unley High School and to those who assisted with the 
management, coaching and umpiring of younger teams. Congratulations to those who won 
Sports Awards, particularly Sam Powell and Joshua Stevens who were the recipients of the 
Brownhill Creek Rotary Club Sportsmanship Award given for commitment to sporting teams 
for Unley High School throughout their schooling years. They have represented the school 
positively with a fair minded attitude and a high level of sportsmanship. In addition to this 
they have acted as mentors to younger students through coaching positions and have also 
encouraged their peers to participate in team sports. Well done Sam and Joshua.
Anna Henderson, Sports Coordinator 

Unley High School 

congratulates Year 12 student 

Cameron Hancock  

who was awarded South 

Australian Most Valuable Player 

for State Touch Football. 

Cameron won the award  

in a competition  

held in Queensland  

in September this year. 

Well done Cameron and  

all the best for your future. 

Rheanna Dougherty,  

Year 12 Manager

Congratulations
Sport News 



UnleyHighSchool

Term 4 2014

November 3-19  YEAR 12 EXAMS
November 18  Year 7 ‘Getting to know you’     2:00pm to 3:00pm 
November 18  Year 7 Parent Information Evening - George Cresswell Hall   6:30pm to 8:00pm
November 20  Year 12 Art Exhibition - UHS South Gallery    6:00pm 
November 21  Year 8-11 Awards Ceremony - George Cresswell Hall    9:00am to 10:30am
November 25  Parent Voice Meeting      6:30pm to 8:00pm
November 24-28  Year 11 Exams
November 28  Year 11 Pheonix Art Exhibition - Gallary One, Mitcham Village  6:00pm
November 28  LAST DAY for YEAR 11
December 1-5  Basketball Championships - Canberra
December 2  Fundraising & Events Management Committee Meeting  5:30pm
December 2  Unley High School Council Meeting     7:00pm
December 5  LAST DAY for YEAR 10
December 8-10  National Volleyball Trip - Melbourne
December 8-10  Year 9 Presentations
December 9  Year 8 Showcase
December 12  LAST DAY TERM 4 - EARLY DISMISSAL    12:30pm

Term 1 2015

January 27  Year 8 & 12 students commence     8:45am
January 28  Year 9, 10 & 11 students commence    8:45am
February 4  AQUAINTANCE NIGHT - Year 8 & 9     6:30pm
February 9  Fundraising & Events Management Committee Meeting  5:30pm
February 10  AQUAINTANCE NIGHT - Year 10     6:30pm
February 10  AQUAINTANCE NIGHT - Year 11     6:30pm
February 10  AQUAINTANCE NIGHT - Year 12      7:30pm
February 13  Student Leaders’ Induction Ceremony - George Cresswell Hall  9:00am to 9:30am
February 13  Student Voice Planning Session - Rosefield Uniting Church  10:15am to 3:15pm
February 16  Parent Voice Committee Meeting     6:30pm to 8:00pm
February 17  Unley High School Council AGM - Staff Room, UHS   7:00pm
March 3   TWILIGHT OPEN DAY      Time TBC
March 9   PUBLIC HOLIDAY - Adelaide Cup Day    
March 10  Year 8 Immunisation - HPV Dose 1 & Varicella
March 10  Parent Voice Committee Meeting     6:30pm to 8:00pm
March 12  SPORTS DAY
March 16  Fundraising & Events Management Committee Meeting  5:30pm
March 21  Head Of River - Unley High School Rowing Club 
March 24  Unley High School Council Meeting - Staff Room, UHS   7:00pm
April 3   PUBLIC HOLIDAY - Good Friday
April 6   PUBLIC HOLIDAY - Easter Monday
April 10   LAST DAY TERM 1 - EARLY DISMISSAL    2:15pm


